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prototypes amongst the Elder Brethren in whose
presence the birth occurs They are the Lords of
Knowledge, Love, and Will, who are present and
bestow Their blessing and especial power upon the
neophyte

Henceforth for the first time in his earthly
existence he is a free man, free in the sense that
neither individual nor race has any claim on him.
His life is surrendered to the One Alone  Mary,
the Mother of Jesus, received evidence of this in
the reply given to her reproof for his absence in
the temple  " Wist ye not that I must be about my
Father's business 9 " 1 Such is the reply which all
Initiates must give to all who seek to bind them to
the past

To the Initiate, the world, and not he, seems to
have changed, and to that seeming change he must
gradually adapt himself Where, in the past, he
saw division, separateness, and sin, he now sees
unity, kinship, and experiment He begins at last
to see life as a whole, to perceive and feel the all-
pervading Presence of the Supreme, to know his
unity and even identity with other men, with Nature
and with so-called inanimate things  He realizes
that forms are but caskets filled with life, that bodies
are temples sanctified by indwelling presences,
divine and holy beings Suns, stars, and planets are
no longer remote , he hears and understands the
music they give forth  He knows that he and they
1 St Luke 2,49